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1916 — Aviation engines Diatto-Bugatti

The magazines of the time celebrated the partnership’s

SucCcCess:

“Official test of the Diatto-Bugatti engine: a technical
masterpiece of unparalleled precision, constructed with
robust materials of the highest quality, a compendium

of the most modern technologies”.

1919 - 1923 Luxury cars Diatto-Bugatti

Just before the war, Diatto reformed a working
partnership with ex designer Ettore Bugatti, who
had become a manufacturer in his own right.
This partnership proved to be long and
prosperous due to their shared expertise in the
automotive and aviation industries.

Diatto’s “full cycle precision mechanics” and the
ownership of their own foundry for cast iron,
aluminium and bronze, were also unique
platforms within the automotive industry.

Bugatti sold the patent of his 8 cylinder aviation
engine to Diatto, which was to be constructed
during the war.

On 23rd September 1916, Diatto sent Bugatti an
enthusiastic telegram:

“l am happy to announce the excellent results for
the engine ... the testing resulted in a brilliant
210 HP”.

After the war, the collaboration was extended to the

design and production of road and race cars, with Bugatti

chassis and Diatto engines and vice-versa.

A total

of 50 l\‘u 22 ""'r;"”"' were bought in
form, to be fitted with Diatto radiators and bod
wes. The for the directors

hard to find. Though the company had, «

reason
paper, done well from war production, the
politicians in Rome proved to be very slow pay

This caused such a

family lost control to the Gusst brothers from

Bergam

(From The Automobil, october 1999; see Print in English)
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n 1919, at the International Salons of Paris

(the company had a branch in the Champs-
Elysées) and London, Diatto presented five
top of the range cars, including the “16 valve
Diatto 307, featuring chassis designed by
Bugatti:

Luxury Torpedoes, Convertibles and Coupés
with internal steering, refined bodywork and
antique silk and velvet upholstery.

LA, 159 DIATTO

(LICENCE BUGATTD

CARACTERISTIQUES GENERALES

E MOTEUR, du type monobloc & quatre

cylindres, alésage 68 millimétres, course

100 millimétres, présente, dés I'abord, cette

particularité que les soupapes commandées
sont au nombre de seize et logées dans le fond
des cylindres. L'arbre & cames, placé au-dessus,
fonctionne dans un carter rempli d’huile et facilement
démontable.

Les engrenages de distribution sont coniques et enfer-
més dans des carters.

Le carburateur est du type automatique. L'avance des
gaz est commandée par une pédale.

; L’allumage s'effectue par une magnéto i haute tension

INTRODUCTION

'ACHETEUR D'UNE DIATTO — licence

Bugatti — sait ne pouvoir trouver nulle part
ailleurs l'équivalent de ce qui lui est offert.

Brochure of the Diatto-Bugatti, presented at Paris

and London motor show, produced from 1919

Il n'ignore pas que le chassis présenté est une
véritable création, qu'il a été congu, étudié et exécuté
dans un but précis, qu'il constitue, en un mot, la solution
concréte d'un probléeme dont, préalablement, toutes les
données ont été soigneusement et clairement déterminées.

Ces données, c'est la clientéle elle-méme qui les fournit.
Elles peuvent se résumer dans le mot : Economie.

ECONOMIE DE TEMPS
ECONOMIE D’ENTRETIEN
ECONOMIE D'ACHAT

ECONOMIE DE TEMPS, car il serait puéril de nier
que le tourbillon de la vie moderne, encore accentué par
I'influence de cing années de guerre, entraine a se dépla-
cer de plus en plus vite. Non pas certes qu'une folle allure
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The Paris upper classes, from Princess Murat to
Madame Gould, bid against each other for the
most luxurious Diatto-Bugatti cars at a price of
100,000 franks (the price of a Rolls Royce at the
time).

Luxury interior of Diato-Bugatti
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Paris International Motor show -
The Diatto 30 Bugatti

EpETHIRE DELLA DIATTO Al SALON DI PARIGI
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Brochure of
Diatto 30 Bugatti
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In the first post-war race,
Diatto won an outstanding
first and second place, Diatto
30 (Bugatti) and Diatto 4DC,
at the Parma-Poggio di
Berceto (see advert).

Diatto sales of cars in the
wake of these continuing
victories rose sharply,
enabling the company to
optimise its production
capacity.

| %5 Primi successi 1919

Puri sangue
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An excerpt from the 1919
press:

‘the names Diatto and
Bugatti, with their long and
sound tradition of mechanical
engineering and  daring
innovation, brought together
into a single enterprise, are
extraordinarily eloquent and
significant for any technician
or automobile enthusiast”.

 Corsa Parma - Poggio di Berceto
W CATEGOR A |
I Classificato: Tipo 30 (Bugatti)
IF' Classificato: Tipo 4DC. *

In 1921, Diatto and

| Rlue M rendia twe TEATEL = E Bugatti agreed to construct a
SOENZ:A COMME RCIALE ITALIANA AL mm m" plaTTo special series of race cars,
Vol etiCaaiy uowvm%m g initially with 25 HP Sport
TRORImS L\ ik Sy ol 4 Diatto chassis modified with

tubular axle, and 1500 cc 4
S o cylinder Bugatti engine with
T e SR T R oA SOt e - compressor.
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1919 — First race success Diatto - Bugatti

I nomi del resto di Diallo e Bugatid, della sava (% Per la Diuatto &0 leemea Bugalts, 1l caleolo non é anco-

tradizione meccanica o della pit andita o geniale fono an ra stato istituito dato che i1 suo motore & di mm 68 per}

intrecciati  fusi insieme {n unopera comune, sond £ | 100, mentre il calcolo & fallo per mm. 60 o 650 70, ma anche,
ordinariamente eloquenti ¢ sigaificativi per ol . giudicando approssimativamente si scorge che la sua tassa-
por ogni automobilisia, zione si aggirerd sul 10 0 16 HP » cioé da 00 a 410 lire, |

La Diatto tande a specializzarsi nella vetlurs "ﬁ pur essa inferiore & quella di ogni alira vetturs, mentre ins.

cho & poi. la Yetiura modersa o Ia veltura di gum‘”‘i dubbiamente il motcre modernissimo di questa Diaffe ©COF
re, aspira In questo ramo al primato, o il passo ':' 90“ 16 valvole in testa & superiore in potenza a quelli di vet’tﬁd
ba compiuto dal pur otlimo ¢ irresistibile modetio 4@l e che pagheranno una lassa anche doppia. s
nuovo modsllo 30 licensa Bwgatti, veramente '"".. ok
el 3Uo gonere, mosira cho l'aspirazione © WS !
lizzarel. a
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These special Diatto-Bugatti racing cars, lightweight and powerful, enjoyed considerable success
in rallies and uphill competitions.

The Italo-French champion Franz Conelli, at the wheel of one of these Diatto-Bugatti 1500 cc race
car, won international races such as the Gran Premio Gentleman of Brescia and the uphill time
trials of Susa-Moncenisio and Aosta - Gran San Bernardo (30 km uphill, with a lead of 6 minutes
over the powerful O.M. from Desio).



L'AOSTA -S. BERN&RDO Nelle vetture di 1500, Franz Conelli, il

e Sl e favorito, su Diatto-Bugatti, ha vinto fa-
LE CLASSIFICHE: cilmente con un ottimo tempo attribuen-

Categoria 1500 eme. dosi un récord per le piccole macchine

I. CONELLI FRANZ (Diatle-Bugal- che non potra essere tanto facilmente bat-

i), coprende i Km. 30.500 del percorse tute: il precedente récord apparlencva a
in 38°35°"3/5; Monti con 51'53",

2. Desta (O M) 44377 1)5,
. Sirtori (Bienchi) 43°27"3/5 : 4. Chiri-
hiri Ada (Chiribin] 30°27°°1/5: 5 Petro.
milli [(Star-Pelramdlliy 52°7"'3J5; & De
Froaperi (Prince) 34°8°: 7, Meinardi
(Chirihir) 57437105, . aasmime e e

—
i Nella ParmdPoggio di Berceto 5i sono du:c_-!!?!1
‘Diatlo inseritle, una ¢ la Bugatti in cui sta impert it
per la maggior parte la cosiruzione Diado o"vo!"ﬁ' R
¢ la Diatto 4DC, 1a conosciuta € alluale Diatte 25

s B b s e g i

Furthermore, the Bugatti archives tell
us that Bugatti race chassis n. 902
and n. 903, the second and third made
for the “Brescia da corsa” model, were
also equipped with the powerful 2 litre
Diatto engine with 4 valves per
cylinder, to witness once more the
technological  versatility of the
partnership in racing:

Diatto chassis with Bugatti engines
and Bugatti chassis with Diatto
engines.

At the time of the Diatto-Bugatti victory
at the ‘Parma— Poggio di Berceto’, in
1919 and up to the early Twenties, the
press often identified Diatto-Bugatti
race cars as simply Bugatti cars (the
original documents can be found in the
Diatto — Bugatti sections).

& DIATTO &

MOTORI D’AVIAZIONE

(Licenza Bugatt)

La prova severa delle 50 ore ne ba confermato
la superioritA meccanica e |’ eccellenza del
= funzionamento
Sulla fronte ltaliana ¢ franco-inglese-belga
i camions di media ¢ grande portata le
ze o | rl

L

#DIATTO#

tose delia loro

+ hanno fornite le prove pili ine
'

it costrunone

o
AUTOMOBILI DIATTO TORINO-Via Freyus, 21
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UNA COSTRUZIONE ECCELSH

”, M“'I‘”l”‘ “ll\rl‘“'Hl”J\”‘I ALCUNI TIPI DI CARROZZERIE
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